Information
from the
Federal Border Police

Be alert at the GDR-Border

The East German (GDR) Border has proven to be a hazardous area for visitors who do not
pay strict attention to the location of the actual border demarcation line. This frequently
occurs because of the mistaken assumption that the area between the border demarcation
line and the border fortifications isa NO MAN‘S LAND.

However, there ist NO NO MAN'S LAND along the GDR Border!!

Therefore, the Federal Border Police (BGS) is obligated to issue the following warnings:

GDR border fortifications — specifically the metal grid fences — do not represent the
actual border demarcation line. Rather these GDR border fortifications are located on

GDR Territory at various distances from the border demarcation line itself.

The actual border demarcation line ist marked by a series of border stones. In addition
BGS has erected notice boards with the warning ,,Halt! Hier Grenze!” which indicate
the actual border.

Persons visiting the border area must be aware of the location of the actual border
demarcation line in order to avoid potentially dangerous situations for themselves or

for others.

The use of established roads and officially designated routes to observe the border is
strongly recommended. The actual border demarcation line can best be recognized in
those areas where roads or designated routes exist. Also, the East German border
fortifications can best be observed from the numerous protected observation points
which have been established for this purpose. Ask officials of the Federal Border
Police (BGS), the Customs Service or other knowledgeable persons about the locations

of such observation points.

East and West German law differs significantly and it is well known that the GDR
Border Troops carry out their border control functions in a rigid and harsh manner.
Thus, those persons who violate GDR territory — either by accident or intentionally —
run a very serious risk.

p.t.o.
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